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When it comes to body piercing, the formerly fringe procedure that has
moved into the mainstream, medical experts have a message: Don't trv this
at home. Or mavbe at all.

Those warnings by groups representing dermatologic surgeons, dentists and

other medical authorities have acquired new urgency after two cases in

which teenage girls nearlv died as a result of infections thev developed from

botched piercings.

Three weeks ago Indiana surgeons
removed the breast of an 18-vear-
old diabetic whose torso was
invaded bv flesh-eating bacteria
surrounding the nipple rings she
acquired at a salon to celebrate her
birthday. A few days later a
Boston mother was sentenced to
18 months in prison for failing to
seek medical attention for her 13-
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vear-old danghter, who suffered

major organ damage from an

Funderburg, 18, had her tongue pierced last
wear, the 10-second procedure didn't hurt. But
soon she experienced swelling and pain that

infection that resulted after the girl
pierced her own belly button.

Other reports in medical journals
include a sewing needle that
disappeared during a do-it-vourself
tongue piercing and had to be
extracted by oral surgeons; a
variety of serious, drug-resistant
bacterial infections; hepatitis and
tetanus; fractured teeth and nerve
damage from tongue studs; as well
as permanent scatring.

"People think it's hip and cool, but
thev don't realize that it's not like
getting vour ears pierced,” said
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The Price of Piercing
‘bd Whils body piercing has

increazed in popularity
j and social acceptance,
long healing time,
infectionz and =carring
can plague thoze who pigrce.
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Eugene Giannini, president of the
D.C. Dental Society, who, like the
American Dental Association.
opposes oral piercings. Giannini
said he has seen gum damage and
speech problems among his neatly
two dozen patients who have
tongue studs. "I think people need
to be informed consumers if thev're
going to have it done."
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For nearly half a century, earlobe
piercing -- one hole in each ear --
has been a rite of passage for
American teenage gitls. In the past
decade, the practice of using a
needle to malke tiny holes in the
upper ear. nose, tongue, lip.
evebrow, nipples or even genitals
for the purpose of wearing bodv

SAVE & SHARE ARTICLE  What's This?

2% pigg Google
.. delicio.us ,,Y: Yahoo!
Qﬁ Reddit E] Facebook

Advertisement

welcame Lo sfiei]ne
the human network. €I1SC0

tarrrabr lac lamrmrtie 11 era cedrr e A e mtesre cmtr vari el aelt s g mee Hhee s

CLICK T0 ENTER

Advertisement

FEATURED ADVERTISER LINKS

Refinance Rates As Low As 2.9% - FREE QUOTES!
5300,000 Mortgage for $965mo! Refinance & Save §4.000's!

Be Prepared. Fi
$425,000 Loan for only $1.4174mo. NO SSH REQUIRED!

ht Identity Theft! Equifax.com.

Asbestos Mesothelioma Lawyer, Lung Cancer, Med Mal

Father's Day Gifts, T-shirts, Custom Hats, Koozies

Cool Gadgets, Great Deals, Visit CircuitCity.com

Try Email Marketing with Constant Contact

T-Mobile, Verizon Wireless, CingulacAT&T Phones




A= TRy faEE EEEEAafE ffaEt E EEAASASE A WE EREERs s EEETEEESy FEaaEaie mew e

under 30.

For some wearers, piercing is a statement of rebellion or of self-expression;
for others the adornment is purely decorative. Body piercing is widespread
il some cultures.

It's impossible to determine how many Americans have piercings -- or how
many have problems as a result. A4 study published two months ago in the
Journal of the American Academyv of Dermatology involving more than 500
participants between 18 and 30 found that 24 percent had tattoos and 14
percent had piercings other than in an eatlobe. Piercings were more
COITIION Among Women.

"It's becotne remarkably popular,” said Jeffrev S. Dover, a dermatologic
surgeon in Boston who savs he routinelv sees patients, most of thetn voung
and female, sporting hoops on their upper ears, barbell-shaped tongue
studs or jeweled navel rings. "A lot of mv nursing staff have them." he
added, attributing the popularitv in part to the influence of numerous
celebrities with piercings, among them Britnev Spears, Lindsav Lohan,
Tommyv Lee and Dennis Rodman

Twenty vears ago, observed Dover, who is affiliated with the Yale
University School of Medicine, it was rare to see a man wearing an earring.
These davs manyv professional football plavers sport at least one glitterv
diamond stud the size of a nickel

Those under 30 are not the only devotees of piercing, said Doris J. Day, a
cosmetic dermatologist who practices on Manhattan's posh Upper East
Side. "I do skin cancer checks on mv patients everv vear, and some of the
most buttoned-down CEO tvpes -- people vou'd never expect to have
piercings -- have them where vou least expect it," said Day, who estimates
that at least 50 of her patients wear jewelrv in places other than the earlobe.

Risky Business

Donna I. Meltzer, an associate professor of family medicine at the State
University of New York at Stonv Brook, said she became interested in the
subject about seven vears ago after treating a spate of pregnant womnen
with infections from navel rings -- and could find virtually nothing in the
medical literature.
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